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his own service no less than five thousand Maratha cavalry.
Dreading this alliance of Akbar and Sambhaji, Aurangzib
hastily patched up a peace with the Rajputs and entered
the Deccan, which he was destined never again to leave.

The arrival, however, of Akbar suggested to the sup-
porters of Soyarabai a way of avenging their former dis-
comfiture. Eajaram was too young to be set up as a pro-
tender to the throne. Annaji Dattu and Soyarabai's kins-
men, of the great house of Shirke, saw, as they thought, in
prince Akbar a fitting tool for their intended treason.
They offered him the sovereignty of the Maratha Doccan,
reserving only a small province as a provision for Rajaram.
But Akbar scorned to betray the prince, who had befriend*
ed him. lie disclosed to Sambhaji the plot and the names
of the plotters. The Maratha kiny took a fearful vengeance.
He caused to be trampled under the feet of elephants,
Shivaji's private secretary Balaji Avaji Clutnis* and his
Eldest son for whom the father in vain offered his own life.
He" executed several other members of Balaji Chitnis* family,
Hiroji Parzand and Annaji Dattu the Pant Sachiv; and he
proscribed the whole clan .of the Shirkes, So many of them
were tracked down and massacred by SambhajTs sepoys,
that the word "Shirkan" or "massacre of the Shirkes"
has survived to this day in the Marathi language.

If prince Akbar really dreamed that tho resources of
Sambhaji were enough to enable him to overthrow the
emperor, the king himself must have known that such
dreams came through the ivory gate. In any such attempt
he would have been faced by the entire power of Hindustan,
the fleets of Janjira and probably the active enmity of
Golconda, Bijapur and Portugal He therefore informed
prince Akbar that before he could march northwards, he
must clear his left flank by the conquest of Janjira* Ever
since SambhajTs accession there had been desultory warfare
between the Abyssinian garrison of the island and the
Marathas, The English, fearing for their factory at Surat,

* For the Ciutala family tree see Appenclix II to thl* chapter.